
Date: Thu, Apr 9, 2020 at 5:19 PM 
Subject: COVID-19 April 9 Chancellor's Update 
To: <Pima-All@pima.edu> 
 

Sent on behalf of Chancellor Lee Lambert 
 
Topics: Campus upgrades and cleaning, Student Emergency Fund, CARES funds, online summit and 
symposium 
 
Dear Colleagues - 
 
This week I had the opportunity to visit our different campuses to meet with staff who are onsite 
keeping our facilities safe and preparing them for our eventual return. 
 
We have been able to take advantage of the closed facilities to make much needed repairs and 
upgrades, not to mention the deep cleaning that is underway. Construction progress continues on the 
Automotive Technology and Innovation Center on the Downtown Campus, which will play a more 
pivotal role than ever preparing a new workforce. 
 
I was pleased to see the great work going on as well as to spend time with staff who remain on site. I 
thank everyone for their ongoing hard work. 
 
Financial support for students 
We are pleased to announce two significant opportunities for students in need. We know a lot of 
students are really hurting financially.  
 
The College is ready to accept applications from students for one-time emergency funds.  We are 
communicating that to students today. 
 
The Pima Community College Foundation has a fund to provide qualified students with up to $400 in 
one-time aid to pay bills or obtain technology needed for virtual instruction, not tuition or course fees. 
 
The fund is open to students who are: 

• Taking at least six credit-hours OR 
• Enrolled at least half-time in a non-credit program OR 
• Enrolled in a High School Equivalency (GED), Basic Skills or English Language Acquisition 

program. 
 

Students will contact virtualsupport@pima.edu to start the process. 
 
Thank you to the Foundation and our Student Affairs leadership team for working through the details of 
this much needed fund.  The Foundation continues to take donations to the fund. 
 
CARES funds 
Also, the federal government is preparing to disburse federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security (CARES) funds to help students cover expenses due to the disruption of campus operations, 
including eligible expenses under a student’s cost of attendance, such as food, housing, course 
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materials, technology, health care, and child care.  We are developing criteria and anticipate receiving 
those funds in the near future.  
 
I also want to note two upcoming events.  
 
Arizona Undergraduate Student Research Symposium 
The 11th Annual Arizona Undergraduate Student Research Symposium will be held in a virtual format 
this year on May 8. 
 
The keynote speaker is Primrose Dzenga,  former Pima Community College student, and a senior at 
Arizona State University, majoring in Global Studies and Creative Writing. Primrose presented at the 
Symposium in 2018 on her research on the Machikichori Citrus Reforestation Project, which she initiated 
and developed in her home country of Zimbabwe. Her work has been widely recognized.   
  
I want to thank Dianna Repp, chair of the Symposium, for her leadership in finding a way to continue 
this very fine program during a difficult year.   Please watch for details. 

  
EGTS Annual Summit 
Another Pima tradition, the 5th annual Ethnic, Gender & Transborder Studies Summit, “Healing 
Community in Coronatimes: Education, Migration, and Identity,” goes virtual this year. The event is 9 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., April 28. The keynote speaker is Bamby Salcedo, transgender and migrant rights 
scholar and activist and president of TransLatin@ Coalition. Information on how to participate will be 
announced soon. 
 
My thanks to Francisca James Hernández, Ph.D. and her team. 
 
Creative thinking, thoughtfulness, and going the extra mile is demanded of all of us right now. Thank you 
to everyone at Pima for continuing to reach the highest standards and making a difference as a result. 
 
 
Lee D. Lambert 
Chancellor 


