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Topic:  Grading options 
 
Dear Colleagues -  
 
After considerable research and discussion, we have developed an approach to grading for the Spring 
semester that we believe will help maximize student success while giving faculty and students flexibility 
in their options. 
 
Foremost, we prefer that students succeed in their classes this term with the College's help, by working 
through the difficulties they are currently facing. Faculty members are encouraged to consider each 
student’s circumstances in determining grades for students successfully meeting the learning outcomes 
of their courses.  
 
If for some reasons, students cannot continue, there are options. 
 
The Incomplete grade option 
If students are enrolled, participating, passing the class, and are interested in continuing in the future, 
we should provide grades of Incomplete, which will allow students to continue work into the summer or 
even the fall on their courses. There is no additional charge to students to continue working on 
Incompletes. Academic areas will be planning how to deal with Incompletes over the summer when 
some faculty may not be available. Students should be encouraged to complete the remaining academic 
coursework as soon as possible. 
  
When Withdrawal is necessary 
The Withdrawal deadline for 16- and 15-week classes was extended through April 14 for students who 
decide they cannot be successful in completing a class. Based upon Title IV requirements and the 
extension of Spring Break, this adjustment is permitted. Students will be contacted to confirm that a 
Withdrawal is right for them. The goal is to encourage as many students as possible to continue, but 
regrettably in some cases they will not be able to do so. Students in extreme situations may discuss 
administrative withdrawal with their advisors. Plans are in progress to provide cost reduction in future 
terms for students who had to withdraw. 
  
Because there can be significant negative financial aid implications when a student chooses withdrawal, 
we are encouraging them to make an informed decision. 
  
Pass/Fail is not an option 
Finally, some institutions have considered giving students Pass/Fail grades only instead of assigning a 
letter grade. We will not change our grade structure for successful students. Many students need the 
opportunity to improve their GPA, which "P" grades will not do. While Arizona’s state universities have 
indicated that they will accept P grades in transfer, other institutions, programs within institutions, and 
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competitive processes may not. Veteran students and students funded by their employers may lose 
funding based upon the P grades. Providing an incomplete grade with faculty working to help students 
succeed is a better alternative. 
  
I would like to thank everyone who worked so hard to review these options, evaluating the impact on 
students and their success. I thank everyone for their flexibility in our efforts to get students to the finish 
line. 
  
Lee D. Lambert 
Chancellor 
 


