




Adult Education Provides 
Chance to Succeed

F or adults who yearn to learn, 
but face economic, language, or 
cultural barriers to pursuing 

higher education, Pima Community 
College Adult Education (PCCAE) 
helps them earn a General Education 
Development (GED) certifi cate, upgrade 
job skills, learn English and contribute 
to building the community’s future.  A 
new Endowment Fund being established 
in the Pima Community College 
Foundation will help them overcome 
fi nancial barriers.

“Adult education 
means a lot 
more than just 
teaching adults,” 
said Dr. Terry 
Sawma, Dean 
of PCCAE and 
Vice President 
of Instruction. 
“Adult education 
is for adults who 

may never have had a fi rst chance to 
get a high school diploma, to develop 
workplace skills or learn English.”

Over 90 percent of the adults enrolled 
in adult education programs in Arizona 
read below the 9th grade level, according 
to PCCAE. In Pima County, 83,000 
adults do not have a high school diploma 
and over 57,000 adults need English 
language instruction.

“Adult Education students are students 
who may not have fi nished high school; 
may never have attended secondary 
school; need to learn language skills to 
get a job and earn a livable wage; want 
to learn English to help their children 
be successful in school; or want to go 
to college to improve the quality of life 
and the lives of their family,” Dr. Sawma 
explained.

Xuanren Wang is a PCCAE success 
story.  She dropped out of school in 
China when she was 14 because her 
mother, a single parent, could not afford 
to send her to high school.  She yearned 
to get an education ever since.

When Wang came to Tucson in 2005, 
she discovered PCC’s Adult Education 
program and enrolled at the El Pueblo 
Liberty Learning Center. Her English 

was so meager that she didn’t know 
coins’ names and value. 

“I took classes for two and half years. 
I often wonder how a free school has 
such excellent teachers—young, but 
able and knowledgeable; humorous, yet 
respectful; earnest and helpful.

“The teachers used various ways to 
help us learn English, such as reading 
stories about how successful people 
overcame problems to encourage us to be 
confi dent. The teachers showed us how 
to make notes while reading. They used 
novels to teach history.”

In 2007, Wang received an award from 
the National Adult Education Honor 
Society.  She currently is enrolled in 
writing classes at PCC’s Downtown 
Campus.
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For 30 years, Greg Hart was the guiding 
force behind adult education in Pima 
County. Now, an endowment held in the 
Pima Community College Foundation 
in his name makes it possible for adult 
learners to continue their education.

“One of the things that kept me in adult 
education for so long was the character of 
the students, their courage, vitality, their 
hunger for education and opportunity, 
their fortitude and their persistence. It 
was so inspiring to see how determined 

people were under circumstances that 
would have crushed me, yet they prevailed 
with great spirit and intelligence,” he 
explained.

After retiring as Dean of Adult Education 
at PCC in October 2007, friends and 
colleagues of Hart’s established the Hart 
Fund, a scholarship endowment fund for 
students in adult education classes who 
plan to attend PCC and are immigrants, Luis Valdivia, above with retired PCC Dean Greg 

Hart, earned his GED from Pima Community College 
Adult Education in 2005 and is now enrolled at Pima. 
He plans to earn a degree and pursue a career in the 

healthcare fi eld.

PCC student tutor Danielle Shaver assists Xuanren 
Wang with her studies in the Downtown Campus 
Learning Center.

Honoring the Past for a Better Future



Imagine the Possibilities!

I n the midst of much of the bad news we have recently seen, there 
is a bright spot – Pima Community College.  Enrollment in PCC 
classes is higher this year than last year, indicating that when times 

get tough, the tough go to school, improving existing skills or learning 
something new.  

The generosity of our community continues to be strong, as well.  
For the fall semester, the Pima Community College Foundation has 
awarded nearly $600,000 in scholarships to over 700 students, which 
improves the economic outlook not only for them and their families, but 
also for our region.

The PCC Foundation is proud to support the College in its mission to “Develop Our 
Community Through Learning.”  This summer, we were proud to learn that PCC had been 
selected as a winner of a Circle of Excellence Award for Educational Fundraising by the 
Council for the Advancement and Support of Education (CASE), the international professional 
association of educational fundraising, alumni relations and marketing.  This is a testament to 
the commitment of our Board of Directors, Foundation staff and College personnel, who work 
together to reinforce the mission every day.

Studies have shown that students who begin their college education at Pima may actually 
perform better when transferring to a university than students who begin there.  An 
investment in a student scholarship or PCC program will pay great dividends, as evidenced by 
this reference from a scholarship recipient:

“My deepest appreciation for your generosity in awarding me this scholarship which will enable 
me to continue attending Pima College in pursuit of an Associate of Science for transfer to the 
University of Arizona to complete a Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering. I will be the 
fi rst in my family to earn a degree and acquire better job opportunities and achieve economic 
self-suffi ciency through education.”

With your help, the possibilities for students such as this are endless. Thank you for joining 
with the PCC Foundation making their dreams come true.

Mark D. Ziska
Chair, PCC Foundation Board of Directors

Credits

The Pima Community College 
Foundation was incorporated in 1977 
to generate and manage philanthropic 
fi nancial support for the benefi t of 
Pima Community College.
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Annual Golf Event 
a Hole in One for 
PCC Students
Helping students is a matter of “course” for 
participants in the Pima Community College 
Foundation Golf Tournament. This year’s 
event is slated for June 6, 2009 at Randolph 
Golf Course.

Now in its 18th year, the event has netted 
nearly $100,000 for PCC Foundation student 
scholarships, said Kirk Kelly, Vice Chancellor 
for Information Technology, who chairs the 
annual event (shown here with his son Zak).

The tradition began with PCC’s Facilities 
Department and related vendors, Kelly 

said. “In recent years, we’ve branched out to 
become more of a college-wide tournament,” 
with some 140-144 players from Pima and 
the community.

“We’re trying to encourage as many Pima 
people to participate,” Kelly said. “It’s a good 
cause and it’s a good opportunity to have fun.”

Reserve your sponsorship or foursome now 
by visiting www.pima.edu/foundation/
NewsEvents.shtml, or call (520) 206-4809.

said. “In recent years, we’ve branched out to 
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Endowment Continues  
Family Tradition of Support

Students Earn  
Ad Accolades

P ima Community College students are getting high 
marks in advertising, garnering local, regional and 
national acclaim for their creative endeavors. 

PCC won 17 awards in this year’s ADDY awards, sponsored 
by the Tucson Advertising Federation (AdFed). PCC students 
have submitted graphic design and illustration entries 
with winning outcomes for the last four years.  In addition, 
PCC students have been the recipients of Tucson AdFed 

scholarships.

“If you look at the number of 
awards we’ve received, we hold 
our own. Some years, we have 
done better” than students from 
four-year schools, noted Patti 
Gardiner, a Digital Arts faculty 
member and PCC Ad Club 
advisor.

The PCC Foundation and the PCC Student Ad Club 
underwrite the cost of the ADDY Awards dinner for student 
volunteers who have submitted entries. In return, the 
students study winning submissions and network with local 
advertising professionals. 

Chris Carroll praised the networking opportunity, in 
particular. He has attended the awards and won ADDYs the 
last two years and was PCC Ad Club president last year. That 
exposure led to an internship at Bolchalk Frey, a top Tucson 
advertising and public relations firm. 

Carroll also has befriended his creative counterparts at the 
University of Arizona. Over the summer, several students 
from the UA and PCC traveled to Las Vegas to meet with 
the principals of the advertising agency that created the 
“Whatever Happens in Vegas Stays in Vegas” campaign.

Having earned ADDY accolades, he appreciates the awards’ 
real value. “The ADDYs are a great way to see if your work is 
hitting the bar.”

PCC Digital Arts students proudly display ADDY awards won from the 
Tucson Advertising Federation. Photo: Cathy Spann.

If you look at the  

number of awards we’ve 

received over the years,  

we hold our own.

T he Fruchthendler family has a 40-year history with 
Pima Community College. Now the family is assisting 
future students through a PCC Foundation scholarship 

endowment.

The Saul Fruchthendler Media Arts Scholarship Endowment 
honors a native Tucsonan who excelled in the world of 
advertising and media buying. Scholarships are awarded to 
full- or part-time students who are pursuing careers in print, 
broadcast, Web-based or emerging media, and who maintain a 
2.5 GPA.

After Saul Fruchthendler’s death last year, family and friends 
decided to memorialize him in a program related directly to 
his career achievements. 

“Helping kids was in his soul. So it was apropos that we would 
create something that would continue his legacy,” said Fred 
Fruchthendler, Saul’s brother.

The endowment also continues the family’s tradition of 
involvement with education. Fruchthendler’s father Jacob 
came to Tucson in 1940 because of serious respiratory 
problems. He attended and graduated from the University of 
Arizona. Although he valued that educational experience, he 

recognized that the Tucson’s future depended on creating an 
alternative or interim step to the UA.

Jacob Fruchthendler initiated and chaired the PCC Citizen’s 
Board, the leadership committee that laid the groundwork 
for Pima County’s own community college in the mid-1960’s.  
He served as the founding President of the PCC Board of 
Governors, continuing his service to the college throughout his 
life. Fred Fruchthendler remembers, as a high school student, 
sitting in on the meetings of the Citizen’s Board that were 
held in the family’s living room.  

“His major interest was community service and public 
education as a key to help everyone and anyone be successful,” 
Fruchthendler said.

With the establishment of the Saul Fruchthendler Media 
Arts Scholarship Endowment, the Fruchthendler family’s 
leadership and vision will impact education in Pima County 
well into the future.

To support the Saul Fruchthendler Media Arts Scholarship 
Endowment at the PCC Foundation, visit www.pima.
edu/foundation, click on the Donate Online icon, select 
Scholarships and enter Fruchthendler Endowment Fund.
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Donate 
Online!
You can now make a secure 
online donation with your Visa or 
MasterCard to the Pima Community 
College Foundation. Just visit www.
pima.edu/foundation and click on 
the Donate Online icon. You may 
choose to support Scholarships, 
the Desert Vista Endowment, the 
PCC Adult Education Endowment, 
PCC Athletics or areas of greatest 
need. And contributions to the PCC 
Foundation are tax-deductible to the 
fullest extent allowed by law.

IRA Charitable 
Rollover 
Extended
On October 3, 2008, President Bush 
signed legislation which includes 
an extension of the IRA Charitable 
Rollover, originally enacted as part 
of the Pension Protection Act of 
2006. The extension is retroactive, 
applying to distributions made 
throughout both the 2008 and 2009 
tax years. 

If you are 70 ½ or older and are 
required to receive minimum 
distributions from your IRA and you 
do not need the money for personal 
use, you may transfer up to $100,000 
to a non-profi t organization, such as 
the PCC Foundation, as a charitable 
gift. While you cannot claim a 
charitable deduction for the IRA 
gifts, you will not pay income tax on 
the amount.

In most cases, the transfer counts 
toward your minimum required 
distributions. The gift generates 
neither taxable income nor a tax 
deduction, so even those who do 
not itemize their tax returns receive 
the benefi t. 

Be sure to contact your tax advisor 
or your IRA administrator to fi nd out 
how an IRA Charitable Rollover may 
benefi t you.

Future Alumni Benefi t from 
Scholarships

W hen the PCC Alumni Association re-formed in 2005, one of the fi rst 
priorities of the Board of Directors was providing support for students. 
They created the Alumni Association Family Scholarship, which is 

available to eligible alumni and their dependents who have fi nancial need and 
show academic promise. 

The Alumni Association Scholarship committee, chaired by PCC alumnus Mark 
Hanna, selected its fi rst fi ve recipients this fall.

“The Alumni Association exists to serve Pima students both past and present. 
There is nothing more important we could do than to help them and their families 
continue their education at our great institution,” said Mark Hanna, chair of the 
Alumni Association Scholarship committee and a 2002 grad of PCC.

He continued, “The recipients of the fi rst Alumni Association Family Scholarship 
Awards had one thing in common - perseverance! All of the winners had worked 
hard to overcome the roadblocks that had been placed before them and fi nishing 
their education.”

The recipients for 2008 were introduced at the 
Association’s September Board meeting: 

Catherine Medeiros is working toward a bachelor’s 
degree in social services and hopes to have a career 
with a child welfare agency.

Janet Reed-Verdusco plans to earn her associate’s 
degree in business management at Pima and then 
continue her education in business at Arizona South, 
located at PCC’s East Campus. 

Alexis Rhine has been accepted into PCC’s nursing 
program and plans on continuing her education in 
health care after she fi nishes the associate’s degree program. 

Dawn Harward returned to school determined to combine her skills and experience 
with a degree in psychology.

Sarah Magness is pursuing a goal of becoming a successful small business owner 
with a bachelor’s degree in business and law as her educational underpinnings.

“The Pima Alumni Association Family Scholarship and the many other great 
scholarships the Foundation makes available can make the difference in the 
critical decision many students (a lot more now!) face as to whether they can afford 
to go to college or not,” Mark said.  “We are proud that we can help our members 
make that a ‘yes!’”

To support the PCC Alumni Association’s Family Scholarship at the PCC 
Foundation, visit www.pima.edu/foundation, click on the Donate Online icon, select 
Scholarships and enter Alumni Scholarship. Applications for 2008-09 scholarships 
will be available on the Foundation’s web site by February 27, 2009.

There is nothing more 

important we could do 

than to help them and their 

families continue their 

education at our great 

institution.

The 2008 recipients 
of the PCC Alumni 
Association Family 
Scholarship, pictured 
with Scholarship 
Committee Chair Mark 
Hanna, are Catherine 
Medeiros, Janet Reed-
Verdusco, Alexis Rhine, 
and Dawn Harward. 
Not shown, Sarah 
Magness. Photo: 
David Irwin.
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